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CO-LABS is a 501(c)3 non-profit supported by 
membership dues and sponsorships, with a robust 

network including the federal labs, Colorado’s 
research universities and colleges, economic 

development organizations, key industry 
associations, private sector supporters and 

government partners. 

• Mission: It is our mission to nurture Colorado's 
federal research laboratory ecosystem to be a world-
class scientific discovery and innovation asset to the 
country. 



THERE ARE 35+ FEDERALLY FUNDED 
RESEARCH LABORATORIES AND 
JOINT INSTITUTES IN COLORADO
*NOT A FULL LISTING

• Bureau of Reclamation, US Department of the Interior 
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Division of 

Vector Borne Diseases (CDC/DVBD)
• Cooperative Institute for Research in the Atmosphere (CIRA)
• Cooperative Institute for Research in Environmental 

Science  (CIRES)
• Colorado State University Energy Institute
• Federal Railroad Administration –Transportation 

Technology Center (TTC)
• Laboratory for Atmospheric and Space Physics (LASP)
• National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR)
• NSF National Ecological Observation Network (NEON)
• National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST)

Communications Technology Laboratory (CTL)
Physical Measurement Lab oratory  (PML)

• National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
Earth System Research Laboratories (ESRL)
National Centers for Environmental Information
National Weather Service
Space Weather Prediction Center

• US Fish & Wildlife Conservation Office

• National  Laboratory of the Rockies (formerly NREL)
• National Solar Observatory (NSO)
• First Responder Network Authority Innovation Lab
• JILA                      BioFrontiers Research Institute  
• National Telecommunications and Information Administration 

(NTIA) Institute of  Telecommunication Science (ITS)
• US Department of Agriculture – Agriculture Research Service (ARS)
• USDA Agricultural Genetic Resources Preservation Research
• USDA Center for Agricultural Resources Research
• USDA Central Great Plains Research Station
• USDA National Wildlife Research Center (NWRC)
• US Forest Service – Rocky Mountain Research Station (RMRS)
• USGS Core Research  Center and NSF Ice Core Laboratory
• USGS Triga Reactor
• USGS Central Energy Resources Science Center
• USGS North Central Climate Adaptation Science Center 
• US Air Force Academy Research Laboratories
• US Veteran’s Administration Research Lab
• Environmental Protection Agency Region 8 Research Lab



•The 35+ federally funded 
laboratories in Colorado:  (non-
military-related) 

•$3 Billion Economic Impact 

•17,000 Direct and Indirect 
jobs

•Taproot of new industries

• Legacy of intellectual capacity



• NLR uses cooperative research 
and development agreements 
(CRADAs) to collaborate with a 
partner on a project, protecting both 
parties' intellectual property and 
allowing the partner to negotiate for 
an exclusive field-of-use license for 
inventions developed under the 
CRADA. 

• NLR uses SBIR (Small Business 
Innovation Research) and STTR (Small 
Business Technology Transfer) programs 
to partner with private sector 
companies by serving as a research 
institution subcontractor or formal 
collaborator—providing specialized 
expertise, world-class facilities, and 
technical support to U.S.-based small 
businesses



•National Laboratory of the Rockies

• Jobs supported in Colorado: ~5,700 total (direct + 
indirect/induced)  
• Economic output to Colorado: $1.3 billion (48.6% increase 
from FY 2019) 
• Value added to Colorado economy: $780 million

In Jeferson County (FY 2023) 
• Direct employment:  Approximately 3,100 full-time, part-time, 
and postdoctoral staff; the largest share in Jefferson County.
• Jefferson County-specific impact: $889 million (FY 2023).
• Lab’s own spending/business volume: $776 million budget in FY 
2023 → $1.007 billion in FY 2024.
• Nationwide ripple: $1.9 billion total economic impact and 
>8,200 jobs supported (Colorado accounts for the largest share).



• Colorado is home to more than 36,000 farming 
operations, with almost half of the state's 66.3 
million acres designated as farmland.

• The U.S. Dept of Agriculture Research Labs, 

National Forest Service and National Wildlife 

Research Center provide over 600 direct jobs 

and support over 195,000 indirect agriculture 

sector jobs, with an economic impact of $47 

billion

• Example:  USDA Agricultural Genetic 

Resources Preservation Research: 

• 14 Staff, $4 Million budget, protects $530B 

agricultural crop and animal industry in the U.S.

https://research.fs.usda.gov/rmrs
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/national-wildlife-programs/nwrc
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/national-wildlife-programs/nwrc
https://www.ars.usda.gov/plains-area/fort-collins-co/center-for-agricultural-resources-research/paagrpru/
https://www.ars.usda.gov/plains-area/fort-collins-co/center-for-agricultural-resources-research/paagrpru/


• Skilled Workforce Pipeline: Over 250 
trained students offer industry partners direct 
access to talent experienced in spacecraft design, 
engineering, and operations through hands-on 
involvement

• Comprehensive Mission Infrastructure: 
More than 200,000 sq ft of cleanrooms, 
laboratories, and a Mission Operations Center 
support the entire mission lifecycle, from initial 
concept to flight

•  Technology Commercialization 
Pathway: NASA-funded innovations are 
transferred to industry via spinoff companies and 
active technology transfer collaborations

• Proven Flight Expertise: The only academic 
institution with instruments on all eight planets, 
overseeing 26 active missions and generating 
over $1 billion in research funding since 2013



CO-LABS facilitates “Access to Assets” 
accelerating commercialization of publicly-funded R&D 



Colorado’s ecosystem of federally-funded 
research labs, institutes and universities are a

National Asset!
www.co-labs.org

See more at our Commercialize Colorado site for 
partnership options

Schedule a call 
with Dan Powers 

to learn more:
dan@co-labs.org 

https://commercialize.co-labs.org/


JOIN CO-LABS TODAY!

• Meetings with 
Federal Officials 

• Lab Tours

• New AI Asset Tool

• Impacts Survey 

• Networking

• Advocacy



• Aviation Safety Products & Services 
Commercial aviation industry access through 
NWS Aviation Weather Center collaboration

• Satellite Data Infrastructure 
Development Real-time meteorological 
data systems supporting government 
contractors and aerospace operations

• Academic-Industry Pipeline 
Development Colorado aerospace 
ecosystem connections through CSU 
engineering programs

• Research Translation Services 
Bridging NOAA capabilities to operational 
applications benefiting commercial 
stakeholders
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