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America’s Freight Rail Network
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One of the most cost-effective, efficient 
transportation networks in the world. 

Fueled by nearly $800 billion dollars in private 
investment, railroads maintain and modernize the 
nation’s nearly 140,000-mile private rail network 
(equivalent to 5.6 trips around the earth) to 

deliver for America…connecting the 
consumers and businesses across the 
country and world while benefitting the 
environment and promoting safety.

Source: Association of American Railroads (AAR)



Types of Railroads in the U.S.
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Class I Class II and III 
(Short Line and Regional Railroads) Switching and Terminal Passenger

• 6 Class I freight 
railroads

• Operate in 46 states 
• Operate over nearly 

92,000 route miles

• +630 short line and regional 
railroads

• Operate in every U.S. state 
except Hawaii

• Operate over approximately 
45,000 route miles

Some industrial areas 
and ports have their 

own small railroads that 
deliver and pickup 
goods within their 

facilities

~70% of miles 
traveled by Amtrak 
trains are on tracks 

owned by freight 
railroads

Source: Association of American Railroads (AAR)



Automotive

A Key Link in the 
U.S. Supply Chain
By working with trucks and barges, trains help move 
61 tons of freight for every American in a single year. 

Efficiencies inherent in freight rail ensure that 
businesses remain competitive in the global economy
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Food & Farm 
Products
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Chemicals

Energy 
Products

Intermodal

Source: Association of American Railroads (AAR)



Rail is the Most Environmentally Efficient Mode of Surface Transportation
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In 2024, customers avoided 24.6 million metric tons CO2e 
by shipping by rail instead of solely over the road. That’s 
the equivalent of taking more than 5.7 million vehicles off the 
road.

On average, BNSF trains move one ton of freight nearly 500 
miles on just one gallon of diesel fuel.

On average, trains are three to four times more fuel 
efficient than their highway counterparts and lower 
greenhouse gas emissions by more than 75%.*

If 10% of the freight shipped by the largest trucks were 
moved by rail instead, annual greenhouse gas emissions 
would fall by nearly 20 million tons.*

*Association of American Railroads Data



BNSF’s Network
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• 32,500 route miles in 28 
states and three Canadian 
provinces

• 13,000+ bridges and 99 tunnels

• Serves 40+ ports

• 27 intermodal facilities



Supply Chain Solutions with Rail
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Direct Rail TransloadIntermodal



What is Intermodal?
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INTERMODAL – Access to the BNSF Network to/from an Intermodal facility



28 BNSF Intermodal Facilities
Strategically Located Across 15 States

BNSF Intermodal Facilities
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What is Direct Rail Service?
DIRECT RAIL – Primary access to the BNSF Network directly 
to/from a customer facility

Carload Service – Rail transportation for single or multiple carloads
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• Direct connection into supply chain

• Excellent for multi-truck quantities of commodities such 
as canned goods, steel, lumber, paper, etc. (3+ truckloads per car)

Unit Train Service – Trainload movements of freight from same 
origin and destination carrying a single commodity

• Most efficient service

• Achieves optimal network velocity



What is Transload?
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The transfer of freight between modes, on behalf of non-rail served shippers and/or receivers. 

*Over 300 transloaders active on the BNSF Network 



Types of Transloading Facilities
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Transload Benefits

TRANSLOAD – Access to the BNSF carload network at the 
most advantageous points through premium providers

Advantages:
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• Rail accessibility without a large capital investment

• Truck-like services with economies of rail

• Access to numerous value-added services (i.e. cross 
docking, storage, load consolidation, inventory 
management)

Best For:
• Businesses that move product more than 500 miles

• Businesses that move three or more truckloads at one time



Tips for Economic Developers
• Know your railroad contacts

• Familiarize yourself with transload facilities in 
and around your community

• Be aware of the rail-served sites in your 
communities
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Supporting a Circular 
Economy

• Plastics Recycling

• Low-Carbon Steel Manufacturing

• Renewable Fuels

• Other Emerging Markets
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