
B uilding a  culture of  robus t , 
cons is tent  w orkf orce da ta  to 
dr ive equity , pros per ity , a nd 

opportunity  a cros s  Colora do.



Who is 
WIDE?

Workforce Intelligence & Data Experts (WIDE) is a group that began in 2016 
with representatives from each of the ten local Workforce regions, CDWD 
and CDLE.

• Director – Todd Neilsen, CUWA

• Workforce Director Liaison – Sasha Easton, Arapahoe/Douglas Works!

• Co-Chairs: Derek Jones, Denver Economic Development & Opportunity & Barbara Larsen, 
Workforce Boulder County  and Patrick Holwell, Arapahoe/Douglas Works! Co-Chair Emeritus

BI-Monthly meeting designed to:

• Problem solve
• Help members better support partners in their respective regions with data and data-

related requests
• Research

• Identify salient data for prospective projects
• Take labor market research requests from local and state stakeholders

• Train
• Access to data platforms 
• Offer how-to trainings 

• Diagnose
• Labor force and Economic trends. Provide a platform for WIDE members to discuss 

current issues, challenges, and successes

Who is Wide



Workforce Intelligence Data Experts (WIDE) Team

Purpose: 
• To provide expertise on workforce data to ensure its accuracy, relevance, and 

accessibility, informing decision-making for state and local stakeholders around 
the continued competitiveness of Colorado.

Mission: 
• To provide, standardize, and strengthen workforce data and labor market insights 

for all regions within Colorado. 

Vision: 
• To foster a statewide culture of collaboration and data-informed decision-making 

that links career, education, economic and workforce development to drive equity, 
prosperity, and growth for all Colorado communities. 



What Does WIDE DO?????



ROI/EI (State & Local)
WIDE members have established a method for 
calculating return on investment and 
economic impact.

  - Offers a tangible value of return for every 
$1 inputted into the workforce system for 
relevant stakeholders

  - Helps Local Regions see how their 
efforts help their respective communities 
and advocate for their workforce system

  - Wrote a methods paper – out for peer 
review now, plan to revise as needed and 
submit for publication when it is returned



Industry 
Profiles:

What 
they are 
and why 

we do 
them...



Industry Profiles



Informative Data



Training and Up-Skilling    

EconoVue

LightcastCensus 
Data

State 
Demographers 

Office

FRED

ACS

Connecting 
Colorado Reports

Plus More!LMI Data



LMI/Industry Data for Stakeholders (State & 
Local)    Climate Related Occupations for the 

Colorado Energy Office

Rural 50+



How can 
YOU 

contact 
WIDE??

Contact your local WIDE 
Representative!!

Website: Coming Soon 
to a Computer near you!

Sub Area Name E-mail

Director Liaison Sasha Easton seaston@arapahoegov.com

Director CUWA Todd Nielsen Todd.Nielsen@denvergov.org

Adams County Manuel Perez MJPerez@adcogov.org

Adams County Greg McBoat GMcBoat@adcogov.org

Adams County Jamie Delfs JDelfs@adcogov.org

A/D Works Patrick Holwell PHolwell@arapahoegov.com 

A/D Works Carter Hill chill@arapahoegov.com

Boulder Barbara Larsen Co-Chair blarsen@bouldercounty.gov

Denver Peter Schmitz Peter.Schmitz@denvergov.org

Denver Derek Jones  Co-Chair Derek.Jones@denvergov.org

Larimer County Andrew Minor minoram@co.larimer.co.us

Mesa Alyssah Latshaw alyssah.latshaw@mesacounty.us

Mesa Victor Carreras victor.carreras@mesacounty.us

Pikes Peak Katherine Alessandri katherinealessandri@elpasoco.com

Rural Consortium Leo Chavez leo.chavez@state.co.us

Tri-County Joshus Lewis jllewis@jeffco.us

Weld Jenifer Macias jmacias@weld.gov

CWDC Ryan Gedney Ryan.Gedney@state.co.us

CDLE, Employment and Training Robin Bauknecht robin.bauknecht@state.co.us

CDLE Strategic Solution Unit Kevan Fish Kevan.Fish@state.co.us
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Derek Jones
 Patrick Holwell
  Barbara Larsen
   All of WIDE
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