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Executive Summary 
This spring, the NSF ASCEND Engine (Engine) partnered with the Economic Development 

Council of Colorado (EDCC) to conduct a spring tour of four Colorado regions: Northwest, 

Southwest, Northeast, and Southeast. The purpose of the tour was to introduce the Engine to 

some of Colorado’s rural communities, while also gaining a better understanding of some of the 

unique advantages and challenges those communities face. 

 

During the tour, over 100 local leaders participated in the workshops. While each community’s 

workshop focused on different challenges and assets unique to their place, there were themes 

that emerged across all stops. These common themes include collaboration with government, 

the role of tourism, and increased engagement with other Colorado communities.   

 

This report is structured to include a general overview of the tour, a description of the 

Innovation Ecosystem Lifecycle Planning activity, general takeaways, and specific event recaps. It 

also includes the lists of local businesses that participants identified as working in the Engine’s 

four focus areas.1  

General Overview 
The EDCC hosted a series of Regional Roundtables, which included the EDCC’s own 

programming in addition to the Engine’s session. Participants represented economic 

development offices, educational institutions, non-profit organizations, government offices, 

utilities, entrepreneurs, and public officials, among other entities. 

 

In each of the Engine’s sessions, facilitators provided an overview of the Engine and its purpose, 

as well as a discussion of the Engine’s four focus areas related to climate resilience (air quality, 

soil health, water quality and availability, and wildfire preparedness and response). Engine staff 

facilitated a small group activity before concluding with a group debrief and discussion. See 

Table 1 for more details. 

 

 1 Data sourced from the activity participants’ sticky notes, then later transcribed. 

Table 1. Engine-EDCC Regional Roundtables, Spring 2025 Tour Details 

DATE REGION HOST ATTENDEES ENGINE FACILITATORS 

Apr 7 Southwest Durango 16 Jeni Cross, Amber Rahn 

Apr 29 Northwest Breckenridge 24 Jeni Cross, Steven LeBlanc 

Apr 30 Northeast Fort Morgan 50 Amber Rahn, Robert Simon, Emily Wilson 

May 1 Southeast La Junta 23 Jeni Cross, Brian Johnston 
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Innovation Ecosystem Lifecycle Planning Activity 

The Engine started each session with a discussion about the four focus areas, and asked 

participants which climate challenge they felt was most pressing in their region. Across all 

regions, wildfire and water availability were discussed as inseparable issues with direct impact 

on economic activity and well-being. The issues of air quality and soil health were not 

consistently discussed across the regions. 

Each of the Engine’s sessions included an activity titled “Innovation Ecosystem Lifecycle 

Planning”. The activity was prefaced with a brief overview of the ecosystem lifecycle, as seen in 

Figure 1. The activity consisted of three stages: 1) small groups identified businesses and 

activities within the area/region that are engaged in one of the Engine’s four focus areas; 2) 

groups placing their businesses and activities on the lifecycle chart (Figure 1), according to its 

lifecycle stage, and 3) a large group debrief and discussion.       

 

Figure 1. Innovation Ecosystem Lifecycle Planning Activity 

Source: https://www.liberatingstructures.com/31-ecocycle-planning/ 

 

The goal of the activity was twofold: 1) to allow community members and leaders in the region 

to conduct a larger scan of regional activities centered around climate resilience; and 2) to 

identify where their own communities might be in the innovation ecosystem lifecycle. 

https://www.liberatingstructures.com/31-ecocycle-planning/
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General Tour Takeaways 
Four salient themes were observed at all four sessions:  

 

1. Business leaders and the public need assistance in collaborating with their local 

governments. In multiple sessions, participants expressed a desire to learn how to more 

effectively communicate their needs to public officials. Additionally, several participants 

pointed out there were limited partnerships between small businesses and their local 

governments. 

2. Tourism plays a significant role in both economic development and climate resilience.  

Tourism was noted in several instances as: an opportunity to fold in public education and 

communication, a key driver of economic recovery after natural disasters, and a 

potential arena for climate resilient innovations.   

3. Rural communities are eager to learn and share successful strategies with their 

counterparts across the state. Each community recognized their own local culture, 

needs and challenges, and strengths. However, each community was also eager to share 

their learned lessons, as well as gain insight from communities that have already 

experienced their lifecycle stages. 

4. Local climate resilience activities involve a multi-sector approach. Participants in all 

four regions identified diverse actors participating in climate resilience activities, 

including non-profits, educational institutions, industry leaders, NGOs coalitions, small 

businesses as well as state and local government agencies. 
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Specific Event Recaps 

Southwest – Durango, CO, April 7th, 2025 

Most Relevant Focus Area: Wildfire Preparedness and Response 

 
Figure 2. Participants discussing climate resilience activities in the Birth phase 

Recap of Lifecycle Activity 

 

 

“Is it ok for us to be a birthing center for startup businesses? What are the 

benefits/consequences? Can we be the best pass-through town in the US?” – Audience 

member, when the group was discussing the challenges the Durango area faces as a 

town with geographical constraints. 
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Location-specific Themes 

• Tourism drives economic 

development and is impacted by 

extreme weather and local 

conditions. 

• Opportunities exist to broaden 

public education and 

communication to incorporate 

the tourism industry. 

• The topographical limits in the 

region means that  

manufacturing companies leave  

when they get out of the birth 

stage. 
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COMPANIES IDENTIFIED AS WORKING IN THE ENGINE’S FOUR FOCUS AREAS – SOUTHWEST REGION 

Company  Description  Link 

Aspen Wall 

Wood  

Located in Dolores, Aspen Wall Wood produces sustainable 

Aspen wood paneling, excelsior, and firewood from 

responsibly harvested forest materials, with over 25 years of 

local milling expertise. The company also recycles sawmill 

byproducts into animal bedding, erosion-control matting, 

and heating pellets via Mesa Verde Pellets. 

https://www.aspenwallwood

.com/  

Bow and Arrow 

Brand 

A tribal-owned milling business under the Ute Mountain Ute 

Tribe that processes non-GMO heirloom corn grown on the 

reservation into meal and flour, exemplifying sustainable, 

local food systems. 

https://bowandarrowbrand.c

om/  

Cedar 

Enterprises LLC  

Cedar Enterprises LLC provides wildfire mitigation and land 

management services including defensible space clearing 

and erosion control in Southwest Colorado. 

http://cedarfiremitigation.co

m/  

Ditch Companies 

- AG  

Agricultural ditch companies in Colorado manage irrigation 

systems vital for delivering water to farms and ranches 

across rural communities. 

https://watercolorado.com/d

itches/  

EsoTerra 

Arboretum  

Affiliated with EsoTerra Ciderworks in Durango, the 

Arboretum is a tasting and educational venue showcasing 

native tree plantings and landscape stewardship alongside 

their woodworking and cider operations. 

https://esoterracider.com/  

Farm to Summit 

Packaged Food 

Systems  

Farm to Summit creates dehydrated meals for backpackers 

using local, imperfect produce and compostable packaging, 

supporting both environmental and food system 

sustainability. 

https://farmtosummit.com/  

Fozzi's Farm  Fozzie’s Farm is an educational demonstration farm near 

Cortez operated by Montezuma Land Conservancy, used for 

teaching sustainable agriculture, conservation, and outdoor 

learning. 

https://montezumaland.org/

community-

programs/fozzies-farm/  

Geyser 

Technologies  

Geyser Technologies designs and manufactures ultra-

efficient portable hot showers (using less than a gallon of 

water), aimed at reducing water waste and boosting 

sustainability in outdoor and off-grid settings. 

https://geysersystems.com/  

James Ranch  James Ranch is a family-run regenerative farm located north 

of Durango, offering grass-fed beef, cheese, pork, eggs, and 

seasonal produce, as well as a farm-to-table grill and 

market. 

https://www.jamesranch.net

/ 

Lyra  Lyra is a nonprofit organization building education 

“ecosystems” by connecting philanthropic funders, students, 

and educators to co-create new learning models tailored for 

rural communities like Durango. 

https://www.lyracolorado.or

g/about-us  

Manna Manna is a nonprofit in Durango that addresses food 

insecurity by serving meals, offering culinary and workforce 

training, and providing access to basic resources and 

support services 

https://www.mannasoupkitc

hen.org/  

Miller Timber 

Services  

Miller Timber Services is a full-cycle forestry and emergency 

services company operating in the Durango region for over 

https://millertimber.com/  

https://www.aspenwallwood.com/
https://www.aspenwallwood.com/
https://bowandarrowbrand.com/
https://bowandarrowbrand.com/
http://cedarfiremitigation.com/
http://cedarfiremitigation.com/
https://watercolorado.com/ditches/
https://watercolorado.com/ditches/
https://esoterracider.com/
https://farmtosummit.com/
https://montezumaland.org/community-programs/fozzies-farm/
https://montezumaland.org/community-programs/fozzies-farm/
https://montezumaland.org/community-programs/fozzies-farm/
https://geysersystems.com/
https://www.jamesranch.net/
https://www.jamesranch.net/
https://www.lyracolorado.org/about-us
https://www.lyracolorado.org/about-us
https://www.mannasoupkitchen.org/
https://www.mannasoupkitchen.org/
https://millertimber.com/
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40 years, specializing in sustainable timber harvesting, 

reforestation, and wildland fire management. 

Phoenix 

Recycling 

Compost 

Program  

Phoenix Recycling LLC provides curbside and commercial 

composting services in Durango, offering City-partnered 

Table to Farm collections and processing to divert food and 

yard waste into valuable compost. 

https://phoenixrecycling.com

/ 

Pinnacle 

Performance 

Building  

Pinnacle Building Performance, based in Durango, provides 

whole-home energy audits and electrification services—like 

heat pump installation and air sealing—to improve comfort, 

reduce fossil fuel use, and boost indoor air quality 

https://www.pinnaclebuildin

gperformance.com/  

SKA Brewing 

Mash Reuse 

Program  

Ska Brewing’s sustainability efforts include reusing spent 

grain (mash) by donating it to local farmers and composters 

to reduce waste and support circular agriculture. 

https://skabrewing.com/sust

ainability-initiatives/  

Sustainable 

Goods  

This refers to local Durango businesses and vendors that 

focus on eco-conscious, reusable, or zero-waste products 

supporting sustainable consumption. 

https://www.local-first.org/  

TimberAge 

Systems  

TimberAge Systems, based in Durango, manufactures mass 

timber components and modular building systems using 

locally sourced wood, aiming to support sustainable 

construction and wildfire-resilient structures. 

https://www.timberage.com/  

Ute Mountain 

Farm and Ranch  

Managed by the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe on the reservation, 

this 7,700-acre irrigated operation produces crops like corn, 

wheat, and alfalfa and supports a substantial cow/calf herd, 

recognized statewide for sustainable agricultural practices. 

http://www.utemountainfar

mandranch.com/  

Visit Durango  Visit Durango is the official tourism organization for 

Durango, promoting the region’s outdoor recreation, 

cultural heritage, and local events to support sustainable 

tourism and community engagement. 

https://www.durango.org/  

WeFill  WeFill is a zero-waste refill station in Durango offering bulk 

household and personal care products, helping customers 

reduce single-use plastic. 

https://www.downtowndura

ngo.org/biz/wefill  

  

https://phoenixrecycling.com/
https://phoenixrecycling.com/
https://www.pinnaclebuildingperformance.com/
https://www.pinnaclebuildingperformance.com/
https://skabrewing.com/sustainability-initiatives/
https://skabrewing.com/sustainability-initiatives/
https://www.local-first.org/
https://www.timberage.com/
http://www.utemountainfarmandranch.com/
http://www.utemountainfarmandranch.com/
https://www.durango.org/
https://www.downtowndurango.org/biz/wefill
https://www.downtowndurango.org/biz/wefill
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Northwest – Breckenridge, CO, April 29th, 2025 

Most Relevant Focus Area: Wildfire Preparedness and Response 

 
      Figure 3. Dr. Jeni Cross facilitates an ecosystem planning activity in Breckenridge on April 29. 

   Recap of Lifecycle Activity 

  
 

“What’s next so that this exercise isn’t extractive from us and the information we 

provide you? What are you going to do next?” – Audience member, when discussing 

next steps near the conclusion of the workshop. 
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Location-specific Themes 

• There is elevated concern around 

funding reaching rural 

communities in Colorado. 

• High interest in learning from 

other communities on successful 

initiatives. 

• Nearby communities are 

protective of local assets. 
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COMPANIES IDENTIFIED AS WORKING IN THE ENGINE’S FOUR FOCUS AREAS – NORTHWEST REGION 

Company  Description  Link 

Atlasta Solar 
Center  

Atlasta Solar Center specializes in the installation of solar panels, 
battery storage systems, and electric vehicle chargers for both 
residential and commercial properties. 

https://atlastasolar.com/  

Ditch 
Companies  

Historic agricultural associations in Colorado that manage 
irrigation water rights and delivery to farms and ranches across 
rural communities. 

https://watercolorado.c
om/ditches/  

Driven Plastics 
Recycling  

Driven Plastics recycles hard-to-process plastic into materials like 
asphalt additives to support circular economy infrastructure. 

https://www.drivenplast
ics.com/  

EcoPoint (Land 
Assessment) 

EcoPoint is a geospatial data and environmental services firm that 
conducts vegetation mapping, restoration monitoring, and land 
condition assessments. 

https://www.ecopoint-
inc.com/  

Good Vibes 
River Gear  

Good Vibes River Gear is a small Colorado-based company that 
offers river equipment designed with sustainability and 
functionality in mind. 

https://www.goodvibesr
ivergear.com/  

Jolt  Jolt is an all-electric ride-hailing and chauffeured car service 
operating in urban centers; no indication it serves Summit County 
at this time. 

https://www.joltcharge.
com  

Mountain Dive 
Manufacturers 

This term likely refers to a niche or local equipment producer; no 
official business could be confirmed under this name. 

https://rmdivesolutions.
com/  

Orora Tech Orora Tech provides wildfire detection systems that use infrared 
sensors and AI, and is actively installing networks across the 
western U.S. including Colorado. 

https://ororatech.com/  

Palantir  Palantir Technologies is a software company specializing in data 
analytics; its inclusion may reference their environmental or civic 
data tools rather than a local branch. 

https://www.palantir.co
m  

Rifle Energy  Rifle Energy is a community-led initiative in Rifle, Colorado, 
advancing renewable energy adoption and energy resilience 
planning. 

https://cleanenergyecon
omy.net/rifle/  

Suncor VL 
Energy  

Suncor VL Energy is a subsidiary of Canadian petroleum giant 
Suncor that explores and develops energy projects in the 
Mountain West, including large-scale geothermal and solar 
initiatives. 

https://www.suncor.co
m/en-ca  

Valkyrie 
Recovery 
Systems  

Valkyrie Recovery Systems, based in Grand Junction, manufactures 
high-reliability parachute recovery systems used by aerospace 
payloads, rockets, and drones. 

https://www.valkyrierec
overysystems.com/  

XCEL Pano.AI Pano.AI is a subsidiary of Xcel Energy that uses AI to detect power 
line issues and support grid maintenance to improve reliability and 
reduce wildfire risk. 

https://www.pano.ai  

https://atlastasolar.com/
https://watercolorado.com/ditches/
https://watercolorado.com/ditches/
https://www.drivenplastics.com/
https://www.drivenplastics.com/
https://www.ecopoint-inc.com/
https://www.ecopoint-inc.com/
https://www.goodvibesrivergear.com/
https://www.goodvibesrivergear.com/
https://www.joltcharge.com/
https://www.joltcharge.com/
https://rmdivesolutions.com/
https://rmdivesolutions.com/
https://ororatech.com/
https://www.palantir.com/
https://www.palantir.com/
https://cleanenergyeconomy.net/rifle/
https://cleanenergyeconomy.net/rifle/
https://www.suncor.com/en-ca
https://www.suncor.com/en-ca
https://www.valkyrierecoverysystems.com/
https://www.valkyrierecoverysystems.com/
https://www.pano.ai/
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Northeast – Fort Morgan, CO, April 30th, 2025 

Most Relevant Focus Area: Water Quality and Availability 

 
   Figure 4. Community and industry leaders from Northeastern Colorado gather at the EDCC  

    Regional Roundtable in Fort Morgan on April 30. 

   Recap of Lifecycle Activity 
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“Water, water, water.” – Audience member, when asked what is most important to the 

area. 

 

Location-specific Themes 

• Community has elevated 

concerns about water-

dependent agriculture. 

• There was surprise at the 

breadth of climate resilience 

activity across the region. 

• The majority of businesses listed 

are mature. 
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COMPANIES IDENTIFIED AS WORKING IN THE ENGINE’S FOUR FOCUS AREAS – NORTHEAST REGION 

Company  Description  Link 

70 Ranch 70 Ranch is a multi-use land development project near Kersey, 

Colorado, supporting agriculture, water infrastructure, and energy 

development. 

https://www.70ranch.c

om/  

Adaptive 

Resources  

Adaptive Resources is an environmental consulting firm that supports 

sustainable water and natural resource management across the 

western U.S. 

https://adaptiveresourc

es.com/  

Agri-Inject Agri-Inject manufactures fertigation and chemigation systems that 

allow precise chemical application through irrigation. 

https://www.agri-

inject.com/  

Agoro 

Carbon  

Agoro Carbon™ partners with farmers and ranchers to capture value 

from the ag carbon market.  

https://agorocarbonalli

ance.com/  

Basalite  Basalite is a building materials company producing concrete block, 

retaining wall systems, and hardscape materials across the Western 

U.S. 

https://www.basalite.c

om/  

Brendle 

Group  

Accelerate equitable solutions to the climate crisis. https://www.brendlegr

oup.com/  

Burnco  Burnco is a ready-mix concrete and aggregate company that supplies 

materials for construction projects across Colorado and western 

Canada. 

https://www.burnco.co

m/  

Carbon 

Storage 

Solutions 

Carbon Storage Solutions is focused on capturing CO₂ emissions and 

permanently storing them underground as part of climate mitigation 

infrastructure. 

https://www.carbonsol

utionsllc.com/  

Cargill Cargill is a global food and agriculture company with operations in 

Colorado, processing beef and grain products for domestic and 

export markets. 

https://www.cargill.co

m/  

Charm 

Industrial 

Charm Industrial converts agricultural waste into bio-oil and 

sequesters it underground as a carbon removal solution, with 

projects scaling in rural areas. 

https://charmindustrial.

com/  

Chevron  Chevron is a major oil and gas company with operations in Colorado, 

including exploration, production, and emissions reduction projects. 

https://www.chevron.c

om/  

CHS 

Agribusiness 

CHS is a farmer-owned cooperative offering agronomy services, 

energy, grain marketing, and risk management solutions across rural 

Colorado. 

https://www.chsinc.co

m/  

Clean tech Clean tech in Colorado includes renewable energy, energy efficiency, 

and waste conversion startups aimed at decarbonizing agriculture 

and industry. 

https://coloradocleante

ch.com/  

Concrete 

Sawing & 

Drilling 

Association 

As a strong community of industry professionals, we empower our 

members by providing cutting-edge education, fostering innovation, 

and advocating for best practices by elevating the industry, 

promoting sustainable growth and shaping a safer and more efficient 

future. 

https://csda.org/  

Farm Box  FarmBox Foods builds modular hydroponic farms inside shipping 

containers to grow local produce in remote or resource-limited areas. 

https://www.farmboxfo

ods.com/  

Godsey 

Precision Ag 

Godsey Precision Ag provides drone imagery, precision nutrient 

mapping, and soil sampling for high-efficiency farm management. 

https://godseyag.com/  

https://www.70ranch.com/
https://www.70ranch.com/
https://adaptiveresources.com/
https://adaptiveresources.com/
https://www.agri-inject.com/
https://www.agri-inject.com/
https://agorocarbonalliance.com/
https://agorocarbonalliance.com/
https://www.basalite.com/
https://www.basalite.com/
https://www.brendlegroup.com/
https://www.brendlegroup.com/
https://www.burnco.com/
https://www.burnco.com/
https://www.carbonsolutionsllc.com/
https://www.carbonsolutionsllc.com/
https://www.cargill.com/
https://www.cargill.com/
https://charmindustrial.com/
https://charmindustrial.com/
https://www.chevron.com/
https://www.chevron.com/
https://www.chsinc.com/
https://www.chsinc.com/
https://coloradocleantech.com/
https://coloradocleantech.com/
https://csda.org/
https://www.farmboxfoods.com/
https://www.farmboxfoods.com/
https://godseyag.com/
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Green 

Horizon Turf 

& Tree Care  

Green Horizon provides turf and tree care services including 

fertilization, aeration, pest control, and fire mitigation in 

northeastern Colorado. 

https://www.ghturfand

tree.com/  

Halliburton  Halliburton provides oilfield services and technology for exploration, 

drilling, and reservoir management across energy basins. 

https://www.halliburto

n.com/  

Helena Helena Agri-Enterprises offers agricultural inputs, crop consulting, 

and precision ag tools to support sustainable farming practices. 

https://www.helenaagri

.com/  

In-Situ In-Situ manufactures water monitoring equipment and software for 

groundwater, surface water, and industrial applications. 

https://in-situ.com/  

Jensen 

Hughes  

Jensen Hughes provides fire protection engineering, code consulting, 

and emergency preparedness services across infrastructure sectors. 

https://www.jensenhug

hes.com/  

Morgan 

County 

Quality 

Water 

District  

This special district provides potable water to rural and agricultural 

customers in Morgan County, emphasizing system reliability and 

conservation. 

https://www.mcqwd.or

g/ 

Nextera NextEra Energy is a national leader in wind and solar energy 

development, with several utility-scale projects in Colorado. 

https://www.nexteraen

ergy.com/  

NJC Wind & 

Solar 

Programs  

Northeastern Junior College offers hands-on training in wind and 

solar technology for students entering the renewable energy 

workforce. 

https://www.njc.edu/n

ews/052623/northeast

ern-junior-colleges-

wind-energy-program-

entering-new-era  

North Weld 

Water  

North Weld County Water District provides potable water to rural 

areas of Morgan, Weld, and Larimer counties, supporting both 

residential and agricultural needs. 

https://www.nwcwd.or

g/ 

Northern 

Water 

Northern Water manages water delivery and conservation efforts for 

the Colorado-Big Thompson Project, serving municipalities, 

industries, and agriculture. 

https://www.northern

water.org/  

Nutrien  Nutrien is a global provider of crop inputs and services, offering 

fertilizer, agronomy consulting, and sustainability solutions across 

Colorado. 

https://www.nutrien.co

m/  

Pawnee Pawnee Generating Station is a coal-fired power plant near Brush, 

Colorado, operated by Xcel Energy and under transition plans due to 

carbon targets. 

https://leg.colorado.go

v/sites/default/files/im

ages/pawnee_generati

ng_station.pdf  

PVREA Poudre Valley REA is a rural electric co-op serving Northern Colorado 

and supporting solar and wind energy adoption among members. 

https://pvrea.coop/  

Roadrunner 

Energy Farm  

Roadrunner Energy Farm is a renewable project integrating solar, 

wind, and alternative fuels for agricultural and community energy 

use. 

https://roadrunnerener

gyfarm.com/  

Sage V Foods Sage V Foods produces rice-based ingredients and plant-based 

proteins, with sustainability practices embedded into their food 

manufacturing. 

https://www.sagevfood

s.com/  

Scotts 

Miracle Gro  

Scotts Miracle-Gro is a national lawn and garden product 

manufacturer with regional distribution in Colorado through retailers 

and agronomic partners. 

https://scottsmiraclegro

.com/  

https://www.ghturfandtree.com/
https://www.ghturfandtree.com/
https://www.halliburton.com/
https://www.halliburton.com/
https://www.helenaagri.com/
https://www.helenaagri.com/
https://in-situ.com/
https://www.jensenhughes.com/
https://www.jensenhughes.com/
https://www.mcqwd.org/
https://www.mcqwd.org/
https://www.nexteraenergy.com/
https://www.nexteraenergy.com/
https://www.njc.edu/news/052623/northeastern-junior-colleges-wind-energy-program-entering-new-era
https://www.njc.edu/news/052623/northeastern-junior-colleges-wind-energy-program-entering-new-era
https://www.njc.edu/news/052623/northeastern-junior-colleges-wind-energy-program-entering-new-era
https://www.njc.edu/news/052623/northeastern-junior-colleges-wind-energy-program-entering-new-era
https://www.njc.edu/news/052623/northeastern-junior-colleges-wind-energy-program-entering-new-era
https://www.nwcwd.org/
https://www.nwcwd.org/
https://www.northernwater.org/
https://www.northernwater.org/
https://www.nutrien.com/
https://www.nutrien.com/
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/images/pawnee_generating_station.pdf
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/images/pawnee_generating_station.pdf
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/images/pawnee_generating_station.pdf
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/images/pawnee_generating_station.pdf
https://pvrea.coop/
https://roadrunnerenergyfarm.com/
https://roadrunnerenergyfarm.com/
https://www.sagevfoods.com/
https://www.sagevfoods.com/
https://scottsmiraclegro.com/
https://scottsmiraclegro.com/
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Secure 

Sample 

Secure Sample is a Fort Collins-based lab offering environmental 

testing for water, soil, and air to support compliance and research. 

https://securesample.c

om/  

Simplot Simplot is a global agribusiness offering crop nutrients, seed 

technologies, and ag retail services to support precision farming. 

https://www.simplot.co

m/  

Sphere 

Renewables  

Sphere Renewables is an energy solutions firm working on solar 

project development, grid interconnection, and renewable 

integration strategies. 

https://www.sphere-

renewables.com/  

Sterling 

Water 

District  

Sterling Water District manages municipal water supply 

infrastructure for the city of Sterling, focusing on efficient delivery 

and water conservation. 

https://www.sterlingcol

o.com/departments/uti

lities/water.php  

Super Vac  Super Vac manufactures ventilation equipment, rescue tools, and 

industrial fans for firefighting and emergency services. 

https://supervac.com/  

Syngenta Syngenta is a global agribusiness company developing crop 

protection products and seeds for increased yield and resilience. 

https://www.syngenta-

us.com/  

Tagawa 

Gardens  

Tagawa Gardens is a Colorado-based garden center offering plants, 

landscaping products, and horticultural education, with ties to soil 

and consumer agriculture. 

https://www.tagawagar

dens.com/  

Tallgrass Tallgrass Energy operates pipeline infrastructure and is expanding 

into clean hydrogen and carbon capture across the Midwest and 

Rockies. 

https://tallgrass.com/  

Timberline 

Aquatics  

Timberline Aquatics is a biological consulting firm specializing in 

aquatic ecosystems, habitat restoration, and fishery management. 

https://timberlineaquat

ics.com/  

Tri-State Tri-State Generation and Transmission supplies energy to rural 

electric cooperatives in Colorado and is transitioning to renewable 

sources. 

https://www.tristate.co

op/ 

United 

Power  

United Power is a rural electric cooperative in Colorado that delivers 

electricity and supports distributed solar, battery storage, and EV 

infrastructure. 

https://www.unitedpo

wer.com/  

Vestas Vestas designs and manufactures wind turbines, with major 

operations in Colorado including turbine blade production in 

Windsor and Brighton. 

https://www.vestas.co

m/  

Weld CO 

Office of 

Emergency 

Management  

This office coordinates preparedness, response, and recovery efforts 

for emergencies, including wildfires and severe weather events 

across Weld County. 

https://www.weld.gov/

Government/Departme

nts/Office-of-

Emergency-

Management  

Wood 

Products 

Wood product firms repurpose local timber for pallets, lumber, and 

bioenergy while also supporting wildfire mitigation through thinning. 

https://csfs.colostate.e

du/forest-products/  

XCEL Xcel Energy is one of Colorado’s largest utility providers, advancing 

renewable energy, electric vehicle infrastructure, and grid 

modernization. 

https://www.xcelenerg

y.com/  

https://securesample.com/
https://securesample.com/
https://www.simplot.com/
https://www.simplot.com/
https://www.sphere-renewables.com/
https://www.sphere-renewables.com/
https://www.sterlingcolo.com/departments/utilities/water.php
https://www.sterlingcolo.com/departments/utilities/water.php
https://www.sterlingcolo.com/departments/utilities/water.php
https://supervac.com/
https://www.syngenta-us.com/
https://www.syngenta-us.com/
https://www.tagawagardens.com/
https://www.tagawagardens.com/
https://tallgrass.com/
https://timberlineaquatics.com/
https://timberlineaquatics.com/
https://www.tristate.coop/
https://www.tristate.coop/
https://www.unitedpower.com/
https://www.unitedpower.com/
https://www.vestas.com/
https://www.vestas.com/
https://www.weld.gov/Government/Departments/Office-of-Emergency-Management
https://www.weld.gov/Government/Departments/Office-of-Emergency-Management
https://www.weld.gov/Government/Departments/Office-of-Emergency-Management
https://www.weld.gov/Government/Departments/Office-of-Emergency-Management
https://www.weld.gov/Government/Departments/Office-of-Emergency-Management
https://csfs.colostate.edu/forest-products/
https://csfs.colostate.edu/forest-products/
https://www.xcelenergy.com/
https://www.xcelenergy.com/
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Southeast – La Junta, CO, May 1st, 2025 

Most Relevant Focus Area: Water Quality and Availability  

 
Figure 5. La Junta workshop participants engage a lively discussion around businesses and activities in     

the Gestation phase 

   Recap of Lifecycle Activity 

  
 
 

“My heart says we are survivors.” – Audience member, when asked to summarize the 

general sentiment from the meeting. 

 

 

Gestation
9%

Scarcity 
Trap
10%

Birth
12%

Maturity
57%

Rigidity 
Trap
12%

Creative 
Destruction

0%

Gestation Scarcity Trap

Birth Maturity

Rigidity Trap Creative Destruction

Location-specific Themes 

• Community expressed 

uncertainty around local water 

treatment plants, particularly 

how their compliance is 

threatened by recent legislation. 

• The local cattle industry offers an 

area of opportunity in air quality 

research and development. 

• There is increasing concern over 

metro Denver’s water 

consumption. 
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COMPANIES IDENTIFIED AS WORKING IN THE ENGINE’S FOUR FOCUS AREAS - SOUTHEAST REGION 

Company  Description  Link 

Barn Owl Biochar is a carbon-rich material made from organic matter 
that’s used to improve soil health, water retention, and carbon 
sequestration in dryland farming. 

https://barnowlag.com/  

Bessemer 
Irrigation 
Ditch 
Company  

This historic irrigation company manages water delivery for 
agriculture in the Lower Arkansas Valley, playing a key role in 
water rights and resource use in southeastern Colorado. 

https://bessemerditchcomp
any.org/  

Colorado 
Grain Chain  

The Colorado Grain Chain is a nonprofit connecting farmers, 
millers, bakers, and brewers committed to reviving heritage and 
whole grains across the state. 

https://www.coloradograin
chain.com/  

EarthDance  EarthDance Organic Farm School, while based in Missouri, often 
symbolizes regenerative agriculture and education programs—
local versions in Colorado may adopt similar models for soil and 
food systems. 

https://earthdancefarms.or
g/ 

Innovative 
Water 
Technologies  

Innovative Water Technologies is a Colorado-based company 
producing portable solar-powered water filtration systems like 
the SunSpring Hybrid for use in rural and emergency settings 

https://www.innovativeh2o
.com/  

Pueblo Wood 
Products  

Pueblo Wood Products is a regional supplier of lumber and 
wood materials, potentially involved in fire mitigation, milling, or 
construction across southeastern Colorado. 

https://www.pueblowood.c
om/  

Rocky Ford 
Growers 
Association 

The Rocky Ford Growers Association promotes local melon and 
produce farming, ensuring crop quality, food safety, and 
regional brand recognition. 

https://rocky-ford-growers-
association.mandccommuni
cations.com/  

Complete activity data, including all businesses and activities 

generated during the workshop activity, can be found on the 

EDCC’s Regional Networking Roundtables website. 

https://barnowlag.com/
https://bessemerditchcompany.org/
https://bessemerditchcompany.org/
https://www.coloradograinchain.com/
https://www.coloradograinchain.com/
https://earthdancefarms.org/
https://earthdancefarms.org/
https://www.innovativeh2o.com/
https://www.innovativeh2o.com/
https://www.pueblowood.com/
https://www.pueblowood.com/
https://rocky-ford-growers-association.mandccommunications.com/
https://rocky-ford-growers-association.mandccommunications.com/
https://rocky-ford-growers-association.mandccommunications.com/
https://edcconline.org/regional-networking-roundtables/
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Appendix A* – Complete List of Businesses and Activities Generated by 

Workshop Participants (SW – Durango) 

 

*This appendix captures the raw data generated by participants during the workshop, so may 

contain typos, abbreviations, or incomplete titles of businesses.  Bold indicates input generated 

during the business portion of the workshop, whereas regular font indicates activities.  In some 

cases, slight adjustments were made before placing these inputs on the previous list of 

businesses for each location.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Air Quality Soil Health Water Quality & Availability Wildfire Preparedness & Response
4 Core Montezuma Land Conservancy Mountain Studies Institute Cedar Enterprises LLC 
Electric Mobility Studies Master Gardener Soil/Water Monitoring Citizen Science Mountain Studies Institute Emergency Management Planning 
Geothermal greenhouse Partnership Morph Rafting La Plata County Emergency Evacuation 
Lyra Ute Mountain Farm and Ranch Watershed Presentations Independent Log Company 
Geyser Technologies Bow and Arrow milling Watershed Assessment Forest Management 
Pinnacle Performance Building Uranium Soil Remediation Company Water Management Training Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Project

Earth Day EsoTerra Arboretum Pikes Peak Waterways Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Green Business Certification Phoenix Recycling Compost Program Wrights Mesa Water Coalition Trail Tree Removal 
Drone Programs @ Marcos HS, PCCC, Cortez Airport Phoenix Recycling Compost Program Collective Planning Around Water Fire Department Cross Tarining for Forest Fires 

SW Education Collaborative James Ranch Superfund Remediation of Mines in Silverton Fire Management/Preparadness Plan (City of Cortez)

SWCEC K-12 Trainings Fozzi's Farm Ditch Companies - AG Project Run 
WF Housing Project Manna Water Districts Project Run 
Visit Durango SKA Brewing Mash Reuse Program Potential Future FLC @ Work Trainings 
Pagosa Area Recreation Coalition Farm to Summit Packaged Food Systems Aspen Wall Wood 
Carbon/Climate Markets Sustainable Goods Miller Timber Services 
Clean Energy Transition WeFill TimberAge Systems 
Land Use Planning Good Food Collective Timber Sales 
Mining Reclamation Farm to Table Harvesting Timber 

Local Ag Production Firewise Adapted Partnership 
Animas Grange Trainings Bonfire/Weed Management
Forest to Farm USFS
Apple Core Project USFS
Montelores Coalition Conservation PCC Wildland Fire Academy 
Leaf & Pumpkin Drop Pueblo Community College Forestry Certificate 

Montezuma County Landfill Composting Fire Mitigation, Work on Slopes of Pikes Peak 

Durango Scape Conference Wildland Urban Interface Standards 
Turf Replacement Wildland Fire Training 
Forest Grazing Fire Mitigation 

 Pagosa Forest Products 
Farms and Ranches 
Healthy Archuleta 
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Appendix B* – Complete List of Businesses and Activities Generated by 

Workshop Participants (NW - Breckenridge) 

  

*This appendix captures the raw data generated by participants during the workshop, so may 

contain typos, abbreviations, or incomplete titles of businesses.  Bold indicates input generated 

during the business portion of the workshop, whereas regular font indicates activities.  In some 

cases, slight adjustments were made before placing these inputs on the previous list of 

businesses for each location.   

 

 

 

Air Quality Soil Health Water Quality & Availability Wildfire Preparedness & Response
City of Rifle (CLEER) Ecopoint (Land Assessment) Good Vibes River Gear Wildfire Preparation Plans 
Green HT Comp Erosien Control (Moffat CO.) Water Resource Sharing Wildfire Mitigation Planning 
Driven Plastics Recycling Mesa Conservation District Shoshone Water Rights > CO River District Fire Mitigation Programs 
Rocky Mountain Dive Manufacturers Ditch Companies - AG Limited Watering Requirements Xcel Fire Mitigation 
XVPS3 K-12 CTE Programs Construction Waste Diversion Create Hydro RESPEC Wildfire Planning
Resilience Action Plan Biochar Projects Water Sustainability Systems Grand County Resilience Council 
Replacing Coal Jobs in Craig Water Runoff Capture Grand County Wildfire Council 
Cheap Energy Wildfire Center of Excellence (Rifle)
Carbon DAC Hub Mesa & Delta County Jails (Fire Related Programs)

DOE Air Quality - Direct Air Capture
Sustainability Ordinances
Reliance on Single Occupant Vehicle Travel Training Development Program Workforce development
CORE - Community Office for Resource Efficiency Steamboat Resort Walking Mountains PreK-Youth
Pitkin County CLEER (Clean Energy Economic Region) Sunlight Mountain Keystone Science School - Summit County
High Country Conservation Powderhorn Mountain Resort State of Colorado 
Cloud City Conservation Economic Development NIST
Garfield Conservation Business & Innovation Support NCAR
Yampa Valley Sustainability Council Start-Ups NOAA
Suncor VL Energy Apprenticeship NREL
Atlasta Solar Trade School Summit Economic Partnership
Manufacturers Ride Along / Shadowing CMV Rapids Consortium
Jolt CO-Hort Programs CEDC
Palantir Headwater Center Redi - coal ash product transport
Pano.AI Food Delivery Coal Power plant conversions
Orora Tech Capacity 
Frisco Climate Action Plan High Schools 
Climate Action Plan 
Carbon Sequestration-Poudr Corp
Renewable Energies 
Phoenix Hour 
EV Distribution 
CO Green Business Network 
Valkarie Recovery Systems 
FXO Power 
Carpooling/vanpool
Idling Ordinances 
Mesa County Sustainability Plan
Actively Green
Grand Junction Sustainability Plan

Unknown Focus Area
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Appendix C* – Complete List of Businesses and Activities Generated by 

Workshop Participants (NE – Fort Morgan) 

 

Air Quality Soil Health Water Quality & Availability Wildfire Preparedness & Response
HVAC Companies CHS Agribusiness North Weld Water Tree Trimmers 
Climate Action Plan Farmseed Companies Sterling Water District Local Volunteer Fire Depts 
Agoro Carbon Alliance Agronomists NSIP Water Project Wood Products
CSDA Scotts Miracle Gro Coalition for Poudre River Watershed Weld CO Office of Emergency Mgmt
Charm Industrial Tagawa Gardens Yuma Irrigation Research Farm Weld CO Office of Emergency Mgmt
Colorado Cleantech CSU Extension Office Stormwater Drainage Projects Tree Service 
Air Quality Controls Dept of Agriculture EA Environmental Recycling CO Fire Aviation 
Solar Projects Weld County Farmers Secure Sample Co Forest Service 
Chevron Ag Solutions Fertilizer Digestors RMNP
Tallgrass Morgan Conservation District Adaptive Resources Fire Stations 
Tri-State Farmers and ranchers Northern Water Larimer County Conservation Corps
In-Situ Conservation Moran County Quality Water District Weld County Youth Conservation Corp
Syngenta Richer Land Compost Timberline Aquatics Corps Across Colorado 
Jensen Hughes Colorado Manure Hauling Water NIC Wildfire Academy 
Brondle Group Simplot Control of Water Flow - Lake Mary CO Fire Camp 
XCEL Farm Box Water Districts Sawyer Certification 
XCEL Godsey Precision Ag Estes Valley Watershed Coalition AmeriCorps 
Nextera Helena Quality Water Fire Districts 
Nextera Green Horizons Cities Water Firefighting Awarness/Training 
Agri Inject Soil Central Weld Water Education Program Larimer County OEM
PVREA CHS Soil Towns' Water Practices CPW 
Halliburton Hatch Northern Water CPW 
Vestas Irrigation ditch Companies A&W Water Services Rocky Mountain NP
Vestas Farmers in Weld County Denver Water Fort Lupton 
Vestas AG Industry Water Districts 
NJC Wind & Solar Programs Soil Conservation District MCQW Unknown Focus Area
Gas & Oil Natural Resources Conservation Services Water DMNS ISRP Northern CO Finished Collaborative
Gas & Oil Farm Service Agency Water DMNS ISRP Roots 76 VR Trade Skills Training Program
Manufacturers 4-H Growing Watersmart Basalite 
State Emissions/GHG Goals 4-H Sonoran Institute Burnco 
Sphere Renewables 4-H Conservancy District Rival Services 
Charm Industrial FFA Northern Water Commercial Assessment Burying Utilities Underground 
United Power FFA Cargill
Pawnee Station Project CSU Extension Super Vac 
Solar Foodlots/Dairys Hopsital 
Solar Nutrien Morgan CC

Nutrien Town of Estes Park 
Nutrien Education Partners
Agriculture Government 
Aims CC Agriculture Program Government 

Workforce Conter Programs
NIC 
ATC
Carbon Storage Solutions
70 Ranch
Contractors
Biomass Project
Building Performance Standards
Carbon Sequestration
ECCOG
CEDS Plan
REIS
Roadrunner Energy Farm 
Sage V Foods
Circular Economy Strategy Plan 
DMNS ISRP
University of Northern CO

*This appendix captures the raw data generated by participants 

during the workshop, so may contain typos, abbreviations, or 

incomplete titles of businesses.  Bold indicates input generated 

during the business portion of the workshop, whereas regular font 

indicates activities.  In some cases, slight adjustments were made 

before placing these inputs on the previous list of businesses for 

each location.  
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Appendix D* – Complete List of Businesses and Activities Generated by 

Workshop Participants (SW – La Junta) 

 

*This appendix captures the raw data generated by participants during the workshop, so may 

contain typos, abbreviations, or incomplete titles of businesses.  Bold indicates input generated 

during the business portion of the workshop, whereas regular font indicates activities.  In some 

cases, slight adjustments were made before placing these inputs on the previous list of 

businesses for each location.   

 

Air Quality Soil Health Water Quality  & Availability Wildfire Preparation & Response
Biofuels Rocky Ford Growers Assocation Water Resources Blanca Forestry 
Pueblo Wood Products Soil amendments Lower Ark Valley Water Conservancy Loggers
Colorado Grain Chain Old ways of farming Innovative Water Technologies Forest Health Companies 
BioChar Barn Owl Innovative Water Technologies Multiple Fire Mitigation Businesses
Trinidad - solar choices Barn Owl Bessemer Irrigation Ditch Company Walsenburg Forest Health 

EarthDance Arkansas Valley Conduit Rocky Mountain Field Institute
EarthDance Pueblo Water Tower
Rye Resurgence Project - San Luis Valley Arkansas River Basin Forum Unknown Focus Area
Soil Health Pueblo Resovoir Rocky Mountain Field Institute
Ogalalla Commons SE Colorado Water Conservancy District Customer County Activity 
Baca City of Lamar Strategic Plan

Prowers County conservation
Palmer Land Conservancy 
Trade apprenticeships
Workforce development
Government turns down state grants
Workforce
Industry partners as drivers
Sustainability of products


