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Overview of Today’s Talk 
• PEOPLE: National Consumer and Food Market Dynamics

• PUBLIC ATTITUDES AND POLICY: Ag and Food Visible and Salient

• PLACE: A Closer Look at the Changing Food Market Landscape
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Food Inflation is top of Mind

Consumer Price Index (CPI)

❖Increased 0.7 percent from December 2024 to January 2025 

❖Up 3.0 percent from January 2024

❖Food prices were 2.5% higher than in January 2024.

• In 2025, prices for all food are predicted to increase 3.4%

• Food-at-home prices are predicted to increase 3.3%, 

• Food-away-from-home prices are predicted to increase 3.4%

https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/food-price-outlook/summary-findings



Retail Sales: Total and Food, Fall 2024
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How Vulnerable is Colorado Ag to Supply 
Chain Disruptions?

https://ag.purdue.edu/next-moves/areas-of-focus/food-systems/dashboards/food-industries-vulnerable-input-purchases-by-u-s-states/



Beef Cattle and Meat Products

7



Rural Grocery Succession Planning: Beyond Grocery Webinar, Kansas State 
University Rural Grocery Initiative Webinar. Spring 2022 







Produce Awareness 
& Purchasing



Increasing Portfolio of Federal and State 
Purchasing Programs

• Colorado Department of Human 

Services (CDHS) Local Food 

Purchase Assistance Program 

(LFPA) through $12.5 million in 

federal funds 

• CDHS Food Pantry Assistance 

Grant Program (FPAG) through 

$4.5 million in state funds

•  Colorado Department of 

Education (CDE) Local Food for 

Schools Cooperative Grant 

Program through $2.6 million in 

federal funds

• CDE Local Food Pilot Program 

(LFPP) through $1.5 million in 

state funds



Urban-Rural Linkages

https://cofoodsystemscouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/CO-Farm-To-Loading-Dock-Report.pdf



Local Initiatives
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CSU Food 
Systems & 

Community 
Asset 

Mapping Tool



Key Questions in Food Supply chains
Overarching question: What is the tradeoff between efficiency and food system resiliency and food security?

Downstream 
• Will the changing structure of food retail and 

restaurant buyers affect market access?

• Are global trade disruptions the new normal?

• How will consumers respond to food price 
inflation?

• Will food waste or other sustainability 
initiatives influence consumer behavior?

• What is the role of local and regional food 
systems in resiliency?

• Will food security programs increasingly 
integrate with for-profit supply chains?

Upstream
• What are the Impacts of market and 

policy landscape on labor availability and 
wage rates?

• How can data management, technology 
and R&D influence performance?

• How will supply chain sustainability 
monitoring and labels influence supply 
chain networks and returns to producers?

• Will rural development and regional 
resiliency goals result in a new balance of 
federal and state policy?

• Will increased attention to consolidation 
impact competitiveness?

• Will attention to socially disadvantaged 
producers and equity improve access and 
survival?



RFBCs are designed to:

• Create opportunities for targeted, region-specific solutions.

• Maximize locally driven investment impact. 

• Complement and support other USDA programs.

• Collaborate with USDA Agricultural Marketing Service to ensure ongoing, 

regionally appropriate support and coordination.

Center purpose & design 

The USDA Regional Food Business Centers (RFBCs)

are established to drive economic opportunities across their region, creating 

a more diversified and resilient food system.



Coordination - Act as regional hubs coordinating across geographic 

areas, with USDA, other federal, state, and tribal agencies with relevant 

resources, regional commissions, and the other Regional Food Centers. 

They also conduct outreach to underinvested communities and 

businesses.

Technical Assistance - Provide direct business technical assistance to 

small- and mid-sized food and farm businesses (producers, processors, 

distributors, and other businesses within the food supply chain) and food 

value and supply chain coordination.

Capacity Building - Provide financial assistance through business 

builder subawards up to $100,000 to support projects focused on 

emerging regional needs and businesses that are working towards 

expansion and other investment.

Center activities support



Themes = cross-cutting focus areas



• Over 1000 contacts – Over 200 
in Colorado alone

• Meat Summit and Meat School 
(online)

• 4 businesses to Regenerative 
Food System Investment Forum 

• 5 businesses in the 2024 
Colorado Food Collision

• Grain Summit-Salida March 
2025

Colorado Activities



Dr. Dawn Thilmany, Professor
USDA Northwest Rocky Mountain Food Business Center Director
Dept of Ag and Resource Economics 
NW Rocky Mountain Food Business Center, https://nwrockymountainregionalfoodbusiness.com/
Co-Director, Regional Economic Development Institute, https://csuredi.org/
CSU Food Systems Institute Affiliate, https://foodsystems.colostate.edu/
Local Food Economics Community of Practice, co-lead, https://localfoodeconomics.com/
Colorado Food Systems Advisory Council, Member

Dawn.Thilmany@colostate.edu
278 Nutrien, DARE, CSU
970-215-5502
@DawnTM
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dawn-thilmany-654131a
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=6eMunYkAAAAJ&hl=en
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Questions?

Dawn Thilmany

Dawn.Thilmany@colostate.edu

970-491-7220

@DawnTM    Linked In: dawn-thilmany-654131

mailto:Dawn.Thilmany@colostate.edu


Online Grocery to Account for 21.5 Percent of Total 
Grocery Sales, Accelerating eCommerce Trends

• 2020 saw COVID-related 
restrictions “kink” the 
adoption of eCommerce, 
with a doubling of volume 
through online 

• We explored this in a bit 
further detail 

• More channels 

• Differentiating delivery 
and curbside pick up

“eGrocery’s New Reality: The Pandemic’s Lasting Impact on U.S. Grocery Shopping Behavior,” Mercatus and Incisiv, 
https://info.mercatus.com/egrocery-shopper-behavior-report?utm_source=ketner&utm_medium=media&utm_campaign=fy21-q3-shopper-
survey-report-ketner-press-release
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