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National Economy Mixed Signals
GDP outperforming expectations

Employment and income up

ISM Mfg below 50 for 10 months

Confidence down

Consumption up

Prices improving

Debt recording strong growth

Business confidence mixed

Interest rates high, Fed 
pausing?
Industrial production leveling

Capacity utilization dropped

Labor force growing
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National Employment: Select Industry Recovery
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics (Seasonally Adjusted). *Office includes PBS, Information, and Financial Activities.
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, CES (Seasonally Adjusted).
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Commuting Patterns

• CBDs
• Office Vacancy
• Multiplier Effect
• Downtown Vibrancy
• Future of Retail
• Commercial Defaults

Denver



Inflation

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. CPI Seasonally Adjusted, PPI Not Seasonally Adjusted.
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Colorado Economic Rank

Data Sources: Bureau of Economic Analysis (2022), Bureau of Labor Statistics (8/23), U.S. Census Bureau (2022), Bureau of Labor Statistics (2023), 
Federal Housing Finance Agency All Transactions Index (Q2 2023), BRD calculations. *Unemployment rate for the last month.

Colorado Rankings

Metric
1-Year Change/
Current Level 1-Year Rank

Real GDP Growth 1-Year Change 1.5% 24
Employment Growth 1-Year Change 1.5% 32
Population Growth 1-Year Change 0.5% 19
Personal Income Growth 1-Year Change 5.6% 24
PCPI Growth 1-Year Change 5.0% 26
PCPI Current Level $78,479 7
Average Hourly Wage % Growth 1-Year Change 5.2% 14
Average Annual Pay % Growth 1-Year Change 7.7% 10
Average Annual Pay Current Level $74,407 7
Unemployment Rate Current Level 3.1% 25
Labor Force % Growth 1-Year Change 2.0% 11
LFPR Current Level 68.7% 4
FHFA Home Price Index Growth 1-Quarter Change 2.6% 31
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Startups
CO New Entity Filings

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Center for American Entrepreneurship 
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Taxable Sales Compared to 2022 by County

Source: Colorado Department of Revenue.
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Boulder, Colorado



Considerations

1) Data availability
2) Data quality
3) Story
4) Audience
5) Disseminating Data



Public Data

Federal

Bureau of Labor 
Statistics

CES Employment

LAUS Labor Force and 
Unemployment

QCEW Establishments, 
Employment, Wages

Bureau of Economic 
Analysis

Bear Facts Regional Profile

Personal Income
Wage & Salary and 

Proprietor

Census Bureau

Business and Industry
Building Permits, Retail 

Sales

County Business Patterns Employment

American Community 
Survey

Population, Housing, 
Education, etc.

LEHD On the Map

State

CO Information 
Marketplace Business Database List of Businesses

Department of 
Local Affairs State Demography Office Population, Age, 

Gender, Etc.

Division of Property 
Taxation 

Assessed Values, Mill 
Levies, and Taxes

Colorado Dept. of 
Revenue

Secretary of State Business Database Incorporation, 
Standing, etc.Other



Other Resources
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