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We believe sound fiscal and economic research 
is essential to uphold Colorado's economy,
vitality, future, and individual opportunity. 



Impact of Inflation On Coloradans

• Monthly cost 
of inflation 
now $842 



Cost to Raise a Child in Colorado

• The total cost of raising a child 
from birth to age 18 for the 
average married-couple grew by 
24% between 2015 and Sept 
2022. 

• +$58,984 total cost or 
+$3,277 per year. 



Impact of Inflation On Coloradans

• Inflation for all items 
increased 7.7% in September 
2022 year-on-year.

• The two price categories that 
grew the fastest in the last 12 
months were food and 
fuels/utilities which grew by 
11.8% and 9.4% respectively.



Colorado Homebuyer Misery Index

• The Colorado Homebuyer Misery 
Index is a combination of the 
Case-Shiller Home Price Index 
and the average monthly 30-year 
mortgage rate (indexed).

• Higher (lower) home prices and a 
mortgage rates increase 
(decrease) the Misery Index. A 
higher (lower) level of the index 
means homes are less (more) 
affordable.

• Home affordability has 
decreased 94 percent since 2015.

Less Affordable



Colorado Housing Shortage

• In 2020, Colorado had a housing 
unit deficit between  93,000 and 
216,000.

• The deficit combined with 
increased demand for housing as 
the population increases, is 
causing home prices to increase 
dramatically.

• Currently, monthly permitting is 
insufficient to close the existing 
deficit.



Colorado Housing Shortage

• The housing unit deficit is 
predominantly in the Denver 
MSA and Larimer, El Paso, and 
Pueblo Counties.

• Though not shown in here, there 
are considerable shortage in 
mountain or recreation counties 
due to a prevalence of second 
homes.



Colorado Housing Shortage

• The housing unit deficit is 
predominantly in the Denver 
MSA and Larimer, El Paso, and 
Pueblo Counties.

• Though not shown in here, there 
are considerable shortage in 
mountain or recreation counties 
due to a prevalence of second 
homes.

• Preliminary data updates for 
2021 and 2022, into the model 
are telling us that the housing 
supply situation will likely get 
worse despite a lot of new 
construction activity.



Crime Rate

CO’s average 
monthly crime rate 
is 530 crimes per 
100,000 residents

Cases of fraud 
declined by 61% as 
frauds associated 
with COVID-19 relief 
programs receded 
when the programs 
ended



Colorado’s Crime Wave 

• Total cost $31B in 2021

• Up 12.9%, +$3.5B in total costs

• Cost of $5,320 per Coloradan

• Inflation not included 





www.commonsenseinstituteco.org

Questions?

Read the Report Here!



Cost per Coloradan 

• The cost of crime in 2021 per Coloradan was over $5,320, 

an increase of almost $560 per Coloradan.
• Murder across Colorado increased by 18% in 2021, costing Colorado 

an additional $600M. Both the number and rate of homicides in 2021 

was the highest on record, dating back to 1985. 



Motor Vehicle Theft

Colorado ranks 1st in 
motor vehicle theft. The 
motor vehicle theft rate has 
increased by another 
13.6% in 2022. 

At this rate, there will be 
over 48,000 vehicle 
thefts in Colorado this year



Terry J. Stevinson FellowshipTerry J. Stevinson Fellowship
Cost of Motor Vehicle Theft 
Approaching $1 Billion

• The 2022 total 
estimated value of 
stolen vehicles is 
on track to be 
between $468.1M 
and $848.3M.

• Motor vehicle 
thefts occur more 
in low-income 
communities, 
hurting those who 
can least afford it

Percent of Motor Vehicle Thefts by Value
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