
Agriculture: Income outlook



Agriculture: Expenses



• Recent Colorado legislation (SB21-087) will 
extend minimum wage laws to previously exempt 
agricultural workers. 

• Survey results indicate that smaller employers 
will be most impacted by this new minimum 
wage coverage. 

• Overall, few respondents (15%) reported paying 
entry-level workers less than $12 per hour (the 
2020 Colorado minimum wage), whereas 22% 
reported paying more than $16 per hour. The 
smallest operations (by annual sales) were most 
likely to report paying below $12 per hour (29%) 
and the largest operations were least likely (3%). 

Findings from the Colorado 
Agricultural Labor Survey for 

Employers 
Alexandra E. Hill and Adrian Card 

REDI Report – August 2021 
https://redi.colostate.edu/ 

Agriculture: Labor
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Weekly Food Expenditure Shares
% Change between Sept 2019 and 2020 By Type of Market

Sept 2019, $150 Median

April 2020, $135 Median

September 2020, $150 Median

18% ↑
5% ↑

-25% ↓
6% ↑ 5% ↑

10% ↑
1% ↑

-1% ↓
-36% ↓ -25% ↓ -4% ↓

-17% ↓ -26% ↓

Food: Changes in demand



Food: Manufacturing
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Animal Slaughter
(NAICS 31161: cutting meat, preparing meats and byproducts)

Establishments Employment

Food: Manufacturing, 1990-2012





New Economic 
Development 
Administration 

Project to 
support 
Colorado 
regions



Additional resources and contact:

• CSU REDI www.redi.colostate.edu/
• Libby Christensen at libby.christensen@colostate.edu


