
COLORADO’S FOOD SYSTEM
BRIEF BACKGROUND, COVID-19 & RECOVERY

JUNE 17TH, 2020 - EDCC



COLORADO FOOD SYSTEMS 
ADVISORY COUNCIL

 Created in 2010, Renewed in 2019

 Governor-Appointed, Public Board

 We exist to provide recommendations and 
advice to the state administration (governor, 
governor’s office, state agencies), state 
legislators, and other relevant entities 
regarding equitably: 

 i) Increasing healthy food access for all 
Colorado residents, 

 ii) Creating economic opportunities for 
Colorado agricultural producers and food-
related businesses, and 

 iii) Strengthening the economic, environmental, 
cultural and social foundations of local and 
regional food systems. 



UNIQUE FOOD AND AG REGIONS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Colorado SupplyIn 2017,  $7.5 billion total market value of agricultural products  $5.3 billion animal products (70%) $2.2 billion crops (30%)$268M vegetables (3.6%)Colorado DemandIn 2016, $27 billion spent on food consumption in Colorado$13B for “at-home” food consumption (grocery, direct) $14B for “away-from-home” food consumption (restaurant, institutions)In 2017,  $144M of Colorado product sales sold in alternative marketsDirect to Consumer ($30M) Value Added ($23M)Direct to Retail/Institution/Hub ($91M)



WHAT IS A FOOD SYSTEM? 

ENVIRONMENT

Capital & 
purchased 

inputs

COMMUNITY

Farms & 
ranches

Natural 
resources

Processors & 
manufactures

Wholesale  
distributors

Restaurants, 
institutions, & 
food retailers

Consumers Post-
consumers

VALUE CHAIN



FOOD SYSTEMS IN COLORADO
KEY TRENDS & CHALLENGES

Food & Farm Economy
 Supply ($7B+) vs Demand ($27B+) 

 4% FFV and 70% Livestock

 Urban & Rural Disconnect

 Hunger

 Economy paradox (2.9% unemployment; 4% 
YOY housing increase)

 Child Meal Gap (14%) & Eligible but not Enrolled 
(59%)

 Complex administrative systems

 Diet-Related Diseases

 Adults vs Children Paradox

 Healthy food access

 Inequity and social determinants of health
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KEY TRENDS & CHALLENGES

 Food & Farm Economy

 Supply ($7B+) vs Demand ($27B+) 

 4% FFV and 70% Livestock

 Urban & Rural Disconnect

 Food Insecurity

 Economy paradox (2.9% unemployment; 4% 
YOY housing increase)

 Child Meal Gap (16%) & SNAP Eligible but not 
Enrolled (59%)

 Complex administrative systems

 Public Health
 Adults vs Children Paradox

 Healthy food access

 Inequity and social determinants of health
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2019 CO Health Rankings- The green map above shows the distribution of health outcomes, based on an equal weighting of length and quality of life



COLORADO’S FOOD PLANS
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COVID IMPACTS



DISASTER RESPONSE



DISASTER RESPONSE

$19B Federal CFAP Local Food Boom



DISASTER CASE STUDY: 
MEAT PROCESSING



FOOD SYSTEM DISRUPTION 
CHALLENGES  OPPORTUNITIES

Infrastructure - Resources - Innovation

Food & Farm Economy Food Insecurity Public Health

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Highlight need for community informed research and better data to inform policy



THANK YOU!

WEBSITE: 
www.COFoodSystemsCouncil.org

EMAIL:  
Blake@COFoodSystemsCouncil.org
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